
The disability of a woman - mother and 
educator in terms of culture and economy, 
prohibiting her from entering the social economy, 
in a word, confining her to the narrow frames of 
domestic activities, denying her the right to vote, 
to which “only” the so-called “ruling” group is 
entitled, therefore just the men, adversely affect 
the interests of society as a whole. Today we can’t 
live in a way our ancestors lived 200 or 400 years 
ago! The present day has imposed other laws on 
us; other duties. In the past, the ability to write 
and read was enough, and even without it, it 
was even without these skills one could suffice, 
nowadays even the university diploma, without a 
certain development of thoughts, without wisely 
chosen goal and direction in life - leads to the 
wilderness, pushes a person to moral poverty, 
leads to the so-called “derailment”, therefore – to 
life bankruptcy.

A vast sea of life, which absorbs in its depths 
thousands, even millions of creatures, who 
unknowingly fall into its whirls. It has been 
happening for a long time, but no one heeded 

it, all walked by this horror with the eyes shut, 
many of us did not even know about its existence, 
many deliberately don’t try to surround it with 
a protective embankment, saying: “I will not 
fall, taking precautions, and why would I care if 
someone drowns in it!” The man’s unrestrained 
mind didn’t notice this abyss, and even if he did, 
he didn’t take amendatory actions against it. But 
the slave female noticed this chasm - a woman, 
she, who dared to look at the world from her 
cage - captivity, realized that as it is today, is 
wrong. In this person, taught to live in humility, 
in servitude, the human soul has awakened, a 
sense of humanity has awakened in her! She 
discerned that her disability caused harm to her 
children, and thus to the whole society, because 
her slavery was imprinted on the child. She 
recognized that the present upbringing didn’t 
reach the proper goals. The woman felt the need 
for a great changes and improvements, before 
mankind will enter the right path. And the young 
generations must be introduced to this path of 
new requirements and transformations.

Why do we strive for equality?
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By following these reflections, the woman 
reached the question of raising her progeny. 
The mother’s heart ached at the thought that 
her precious little ones, due to a corrupted 
upbringing, which she, according to the “laws”, 
could not take care of them, because a child 
entrusted to her care only in the first moments 
of his life, may go down the wrong path and 
die miserably in the turmoil of life, just like 
thousands have already vanished. Realizing 
this, the woman-mother decided to improve the 
upbringing. For who else but mother can better 
conduct such matter. Only she can get to the 
minds of children and understand them, because 
she knows them best and loves them. And 
everything is won with love.

In the midst of these aspirations, a woman full 
of energy and enthusiasm for action, striving to 
implement her plans, encounters a dam on her 
way - a barrier that prevents her from moving 
forward. What is that? She has no voice? No 
rights? She is only allowed to do and obey what 
she is ordered to, and never come up with her 
own conclusions? Wherever she says, her voice 
is mocked, ridiculed, disregarded, what can be 
done? Today women have realized that it can’t 
be continued. Accustomed until now to passive 
obedience, they want to fight for their rights.

Moreover, a Polish woman needs political rights 
more than ever in order to fight for national 
liberation. Better working conditions, a national 
school, freedom of organization, civic awareness, 
the ability to make decisions in many political 
matters would also give a working woman the 
strength and energy at the decisive moment 
together with her work companion, husband, 
brother and son on the right post, needed to 
achieve independence of the Homeland.

This issue is becoming more and more popular 
among us. Although we have gained as much as 

the women of other nations, we are on the path 
of progress, and the Polish Women’s Alliance 
of America is at the forefront in this work here, 
in exile. The sisters are joining the union in 
increasing numbers. But there are, unfortunately, 
many enemies who are hostile towards us, who 
would prefer with all their strength to keep us 
in our former servitude. However, the forces of 
opposition will not prevail, for our march will not 
be stopped, we boldly follow the path of progress 
– towards the desired goal!

Our opponents accuse us of wanting to tame a 
man, and that we want to “rule” all of them. To 
those who think that, we respond: This is not our 
goal, we don’t need to tame men, but we want to 
free ourselves of their shackles.

We demand respect of human rights for us, but 
we protest against treating us as machines needed 
to perform certain activities. We do not want sons 
to disregard their mothers and treat their future 
wives with the same manner.

We want equal rights, let both, aware men and 
women, stand at the helm of social affairs. Let one 
party not abuse power at the expense of the other!

In our efforts, we women, appeal to men to 
support our endeavors. Today we call to you 
men, do not stand our way, but stand with us 
to work for justice and the good of all. Call on 
your less conscious wives, sisters and daughters 
to stand with us to work. Understand that if you 
don’t grant equal rights to women, slavery will 
never perish, society will never follow the path 
of true progress, having half of the slaves in its 
womb. Remember that you will also never rise to 
this dream perfection, since your foreheads will 
always mark the imprint of slavery, because from 
your mother - slaves you will be born. Grant us 
human rights, and then we will be not a burden to 
you, but business associates instead.
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Let all the Polish women here stand under 
the banner of the Union of Polish Women in 
America without envy, without quarrels and 
arguments, united to work together! To the 
oars, let us persevere with all our strength 
until we reach the land. “Let us sail quickly, so 
soon among the valleys we can start sowing 
the seed of universal liberations.”
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